Emergency medical planning for the 2000 Republican National Convention.
Planning for emergency medical services (EMS) coverage for the 2000 Republican National Convention in Philadelphia was a complex process that involved the cooperation of municipal, state, and federal agencies as well as local hospitals. The medical needs of the delegates, members of the media, and support personnel at the convention venue had to be met. Contingency plans for the possibility of large, organized political protests and associated injuries had to be developed. Steps had to be taken to ensure the safety of emergency personnel who may have to respond to such incidents. Because of the heightened threat of terrorist attacks on civilian populations in recent years, specialized training and material to respond to such incidents were required. The important role that local hospitals may play in providing care to victims of a large, multicasualty incident, especially one involving weapons of mass destruction, was recognized. Therefore, steps were taken to increase the awareness of hospital staff to patient decontamination and isolation techniques as well as specific therapies for the chemical, biological, and radioactive agents that terrorists might use. Finally, despite the focus placed on the convention, the day-to-day emergency medical needs of the citizens of Philadelphia had to be met. Through careful planning, flexibility, and cooperation, it was possible to successfully address all of these issues.